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Bridging the Gap
The Arab-Jewish Art Program
2010 Report

In 2010 the German Friends of the Israel Museum became active and generous supporters of the Bridging the Gap art project at the Israel Museum Youth Wing for Art Education. Through their generosity, the Bridging the Gap program became a great success both in artistic quality and its accomplishment to achieve its end goals: to create opportunities for a dialogue between the Arab and the Jewish youth in Israel and to attempt to bridge over prejudice, cultural gaps and the long-standing conflict between the two peoples by means of joint art works in the Israel Museum.

Last Year Program

Introduction

The activities of the Bridging the Gap program begin at the time the Israeli school year begins. This report relates to the program conducted here at the Youth Wing on October 2009-July 2010. At that period of time the program was comprised of two classes: one made up of 6th grade student and the other of 9th grade students, with total participation of 90 students.
The Program

The 6th graders came from the East Jerusalem Arab neighborhood of Silwan and the Jewish neighborhoods of Beit Hakerem and Kiryat Hayovel in west Jerusalem, with total participation of 48 students. The 9th grade class was comprised of boys and girls from the Jerusalem Arab neighborhood of Abu Tor and Jewish students form three Jerusalem high-schools, with total participation of 42 students.

The 6th grade class met every Monday from 2:30-5:00 p.m. The subject of that year's class was Personal Identity, both group and national, as perceived by the students. The class was divided into pairs, Arab and Jewish, who worked together on a number of themes relating to identity, from the general to the specific. The first artistic activity had been geared to the creation of masks, as had been inspired by the Israel Museum exhibition that had featured masks from throughout its collections. As the year progressed, we turned our attention to the subject of identity in relation to home and family, with the students creating works inspired by the Museum's exhibition "Family Traces" which explored the theme of family through various artistic mediums. Toward the end of school year, in conjunction with the then new Youth Wing exhibition "Looking In, Looking Out – The Window in Art", the class created a joint art project on the theme of windows and doors.
The 9th grade class met every Wednesday from 3:30-5:50 p.m. That program comprised a cultural encounter. In the beginning, we concentrated on the subject of "home". As the class progressed, we became acquainted with various other cultures, some from the distant past such as ancient Egypt, Africa, and South America, and others from western civilizations. In the third quarter of the program we dealt with our own Arab and Jewish cultures in Israel, exposing both the similarities and differences between them, and also became acquainted with the source of our culture and the contemporary art that has evolved from it. We also examined our two cultures in relation to the distant cultures we had studied in class.
As had been done in previous years, the students were brought to and from the Youth Wing via organized transportation. They received some light meal which both satisfied hunger and formed a social interaction between the Jewish and Arab students – even before the class began.

Staff

The staff consisted of six Arab and Jewish artists/teachers from the Youth Wing staff and two translators who facilitated communication between the students. In addition, there are 1-2 Arab and Jewish assistants accompanying each group. The program also incorporated two professional advisors, one Arab and one Jewish, whose function was to steer the relations between the two groups, confront the problems that had risen in the classes, and act as advisors to the staff who met with them throughout the course of the year.

Professional Evaluation

Through the kind grant from the Association of German Friends of the Israel Museum, we were able to improve and upgrade the quality of the program based on the results of an extensive research evaluation conducted in-and-outside the Youth Wing premises and extended to both current and past participants in the program. It was led by HAGIT WOLF, PhD in Education and researcher at the Hebrew University, specializing in co-existence program evaluations, and co-written with Nahiya Auida, who is working with Dr. Wolf. This scientific collaboration created equilibrium in the manifestation of two languages and two perspectives of the two cultures involved. The report was initially presented to the head of the wing and the team, including teachers, translators and instructors.
The evaluation report provided in-depth analysis of the program and examined the effectiveness and feasibility of the program.

The recommendations presented in the report were derived from finding analyses and were designed to increase the correlation between the program's goals and the operation model as implemented in the program. Enclosed please find a summary version of the evaluation report (and recommendations).
Current Year Program
Introduction

This yearly activity began in September 2010. There are four groups in the program with total participation of 83 6th and 9th grades Arab and Jewish students.
This report relates to the program conducted here at the Youth Wing beginning on September 2010.
About the Program
Beginning November 2010, the groups of the Bridging the Gap program began their operation:

This school-year program for the 6th grade classes is designed to enable the participants to make acquaintances and better know each other. The principal behind this approach is to gradually expose the children to the participants' "habitats" from the outside in.

The opening sessions dealt with the "getting-to-know-you" phases between the children themselves and between the children and their surroundings (the Israel Museum). Then, we moved on to deal with the first among several concentric circles in which "Our City Jerusalem" is the most external and the innermost is "Me". The children received maps of the city of Jerusalem and were asked to locate their neighborhoods; then they were asked to trace routes which would lead them to their peers' neighborhoods. Despite the 'straightforwardness' of the maps, seeking routes which would land them at "the other side" – at their peers' neighborhoods - undoubtedly uncovered deeper, more existential layers which would manifest themselves in their artworks.

'Home' is the next inner circle – or study unit – which will be explored. It is a reflection of both its outside neighborhood and its inside inhabitants. We will explore the concept of "home" as an external image representing its inhabitants: their culture, lives and typical architecture, and the way the latter is a manifestation of their inspirations and hopes – but mainly their identities.

Like the neighborhood, home too is comprised of units: the rooms. Hence our next unit will deal with the transition from the outside in. At this phase the children will be asked to create a room in which they would like to live, and they will do so after being divided into mixed pairs, since working in mixed pairs encourages dialogue and intimacy.
Home is also where our precious of all live – our family. This unit will explore the concept of 'family', and it symbolizes another step inside the participant' more intimate and personal concentric circles. Dealing with the concept of 'family' will open the groups to a more personal acquaintance and open them to the culture of the others, their practices and rituals, their food, clothes and inter-familial relationships, codes of behaviors, etc. We expect that mutual visits to the participating schools will take place at this phase: one meeting will be hosted by the Arab Silwan School in east Jerusalem and another meeting will be hosted by one of the Jewish schools in western Jerusalem. A trip to Tel Aviv will close the 'family' unit.
Group 6th A is taught by Arab artist/teacher Hannan Abu Hussein and by Jewish artist/teacher Anat Bar'el. Translators: Nilly Ibrahim and Samiya Alian. It consists of 12 Arab children and 10 Jewish children, with total participation of 22 students.

Group 6th B is taught by Arab artist/teacher Rawan Abu el-Hawa and by Jewish artist/teacher Anat Hanness. Translators: Ranaa. It consists of 11 Arab children and 10 Jewish children, with total participation of 21 students.

Group 9th A is taught by Arab artist/teacher Hannan Abu Hussein and by Jewish artist/teacher Tamar Eyni-Lehman. Translators: Nilly Ibrahim and Samiya Alian. It consists of 11 Arab students and 9 Jewish students, with total participation of 20 students.

Group 9th B is taught by Arab artist/teacher Mahaa Abu Ktish and by Jewish artist/teacher Anat Bar'el. Translators: Oliphat Abu Ktish and Nadin. It consists of 12 Arab students and 8 Jewish students, with total participation of 20 students.
Staff

Following the evaluation report, many changes, amendments and modifications have been introduced in the Bridging the Gap program, which practically evolved into a new program all together.

During September 2010 and October 2010 we drafted staff of artists/teachers employed new group instructors – Arab and Jewish. Several staff meetings were held to plan and get organized for the new program, a new curriculum has been laid and the IM staff met with the principals and the class-teachers of the schools – both Arab and Jewish – which participate in the program.

As discussed in the previous section, modifications have been done in the class staff, and we gear toward the model according to which in each of the 6th grade classes there will be two artists/teachers (Arab/Jewish) and two professional group instructors (Arab and Jewish) and in each of the 9th grade classes there will be two artists/teachers (Arab/Jewish) and two professional group instructors (Arab and Jewish). This modification is gradually implemented and so this year there are only two groups which will be operated according to the new model and the other two will continue according to the previous model. Towards next year will decide whether it was a successful move that should be expanded to the rest of the groups.
Post Evaluation Report Modifications

Drawing from the evaluation's conclusions, the following amendments were made and implemented in the new program:

· Staff modifications: In each class there are two instructors – one Arab and the other Jewish. Until now both were artists/teachers from the Youth Wing staff. This year (October 2010-July 2011), in stead of two art teachers (Arab and Jewish) there are only one art teacher and one professional group instructor (Arab and Jewish). The change in personnel (staff modification) was introduced following the evaluation's recommendation to put emphasis on the personal-emotional dimension in each of the participants and allow for group processes. That, in stead of the 'mere' creation of art, which was in focus until now. As was nicely put by Dr. Wolf, to focus on the process of educating children and adults alike by means of art - not to educate for art.
· Professionals specializing in the language of group instruction are assisting us to transform the program from one that is based on education FOR art to one that aims to educate by means of arts, as explained in the previous close.

· Cooperation with the schools: The number of the IM staff/school personnel meetings has been increased in order to encourage principals and teachers to be more involved in the program and in order to learn from their experience and their acquaintance with the students. This is done in accordance with the evaluation report's findings that the ties with the schools participating in the program is not strong enough and does not contribute to the students' motivation. Following other recommendations, we will consult teachers more about the personal-cultural-emotional processes they and their students experienced.

· Joint tours outside the IM: We will organize for the school children a joint art tour outside Jerusalem.

· Mutual visits at the participating schools: Jewish school children will visit the Arab school children in their schools and vice-versa.

· Improvement of the student selection process by the principals: According to the evaluation report's recommendations, we will encourage teachers to become more involved in the program and instruct them to place greater emphasis on the preliminary selection process.
